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with a strong letter of Napoleon's, dated
February 13, 1806, in which he said, " Your
Holiness is Sovereign in Rome, but I am the
Roman Emperor." Pius VII. must break off
diplomatic relations with the enemies of
France, expel their subjects, and close his
ports to them. He refused, Consalvi retired,
and Napoleon made up his mind to incorporate
the capital of Catholicism with his growing
Empire. On February 2, 1808, General
Miollis entered by the Porta del Popolo. He
occupied the city until June 10, 1809, when
the Papal arms were torn down from the
Castle of St. Angelo, and the tricolour was
hoisted. By a decree at Schonbrunn the
victorious Emperor had united the Pope's
territories to his own dominions. The Pope
solemnly excommunicated him on that very
day. Pius would not abdicate, and on July 6
he was taken off to Florence. His captivity
lasted nearly five years.

This inevitable outcome of Napoleon's
policy was a profound mistake. Had he
been opposed by an Innocent III., public
opinion might have condoned his forcible acts,
though never his brutality. But Pius VII.
was an angel of peace, not intriguing and
not resisting, who still with patient firm-
ness held the ground of principle when